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—Then hath God alſo to the Gentiles 
granted Repentance unto Life. 


| HESE are the words of Fews, who had 
| receiv'd the Chriſtian Faith. 

Many of them were at firſt offended 
with St. Peter, tor preaching the Goſpel to Corne- 
lins, with his Kinſmen, and Friends, who were 
Gentiles, and admitting them to be baptiz'd in the 
Name of the Lord, whom they efteem'd as Lord of 
the Fews only, But upon his making it evident, 
that every ſtep taken in this matter had been ac- 
cording to God's expreſs direftion; who was alſo 


pleas'd co pour forth on thoſe Perſons, the firſt fruits 
A from 
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from among the Gentiles, the Gift of the Holy 
Ghoſt, even like. as he. had done. on.the Apo/? les 
themſelves, and the firſ# Fewiſh Belervers; ſo that 
che whale, appear'd/cntirely tobe the Lord's doing; 
(and what was Peter, that he could withſtand 
God? ) | 


When they had heard theſe things; they held 
their peace: they ceas'd to. contend with. St. Peter 
any longer about what had been done; but, inſtead 
thereof, they glorified God, ſaying: Then hath 
Lf alſo to rhe Gemiles granted Repentance unto 

Z Oo LEN - 3. 7Þ-5:-F0 ' 


Being «now convinced of the Vanky of, thoſe 
Pretences, which had led them ' fondly to imagin; 
That the Favour, of God.- was a. Peculiar appro- 
pRegy to Zews only, They were ſo honeſt, asfree- 
y to acknowledge their miſtake; and ſo generous, 
as to praiſe the God, and Father, of. all, Men, for. 
being rich 'in mercy to all, that call'd on him, all, 
who ſincerely became liis faithful Servants, in Feſus 
Chriſt, by whatever Name they had been call'd, 
without regard to Party,.or People. "They glorified 
God, for. the-enlargement of his Mercy to the Gen- 
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| Filesallo, by granting them Repentance unto Life. 


Life is that State of Bleſſedneſs, to which Feſus 
Chriſt deſigneth by his Religion to advance Us, and” 
Repentance .is the neceſſary means, by which we- 
are ' to. come to the enjoyment of it; and that, 


' which maketh- ſo ftrict a connexion between Re-. 


pentan ce 
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pentance and Life; that whoever repenteth, ſhall 
ſurely live, is the Gift of God, it hath pleaſed bim 
to graht and promiſe, tbat it ſhall be fo. Nay 
our Repentance it ſelf is: alſo his Gift, it being 
the Work of his. Grace, and the eftect of his In- 
fluence upon our Minds. God enableth us to re- 


pent, and Ze rewardeth our Repentance with E- 
ternal Zzfe. 


So that in diſcourſing on the Words, without 

ard to the Occaſion 'of them, or to the diſtin- 
ion of Few and Gentile, who are all made One 
in Chriſt, there are 3 things to be conſider'd. 


I. The Great Bleſſing we are all capable of com- 
ing to the enjoyment of, and that is Lyfe. 


II. The neceſſary means, by which it is to beat- 
tain'd, and that is Repentance. 


' III. The abundant Goodneſs and Mercy of God, 
who both enablerh us to repent, and rewardeth 
-our Repentence with eternal Life. 


_ _ Theif. thing to be conſider'd is the Great Bleſſing 
we are admitted into a Capacity. of obtaining, and 
that is Life, by which we are not to underſtand 
merely a State of Being and Continuance, for that 
will be in common to the damn'd Spirits, as well 
as the Bleſſed; they alſo ball hive, and be miſera- 
ble, for ever. 
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When the Scriprere mentions Life, as the Bleſſing 
isd by God to all the faithful Servants of 
Chriſt, it means a State of. exceeding and eternal 
happineſs, a State, in which we may moft pro- 
perly be ſaid to live continualy , becauſe in it we 
ſhall be, without any mixture or intermiſſion, con. 
ſtantly delighted with a vigorous and freſh enjoy- 
ment of ſuch things, as are moſt agreeable and 
pleaſing to us. 


Life, in the very Notion we have of it, ſup- 
poſeth vigour and activity; ſo that of a vigorous 
and aQive Perſon we commonly. ſay, he hath a 
great deal of Life, and Spirit; and to render Life 
2 Blefling, it muſt be accompanied with ſome mea- 
ſure of Delight and Joy; it is requiſite, that our 
Vigour meet with, and be employ'd abour, ſuch 
things, as cauſe pleaſure and fatisfattion z and we 
eſteem him to live moſt, 3. 6. to enjoy moſt of Life, 
who lives moſt happily, and enjoys moſt pleafure 
im his Life. | 


Now in both theſe reſpeAs,theState in the World 
to come, which we are made capable of attaining 


by Feſas Chriſt, doth beſt deſerve the Name of 


Life for there, all our powers and faculties will be 
moſt vigorouſly employ'd in embracing their moſt 
agreeable objects, and enjoying the moſt delighr- 
fat pleaſures; our Underſtandmgs will find the moſt 
grateful Truth, and: our Y/7//s the ſapreme and 
choiceſt Googd.. we 


Wwe 
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We ſhall here be deliverd from all ſuch Paſſions, 
as in their Nature carry with them Trouble and Dif-. 
quiet; and the reſt will meet with. what may moſt 


enliven and affe&t them. 


Our-Condition will be there in almoſt all reſpe&ts. 


quite other, than what *tis at preſfenc. 


Here much of our time is loſt in ſleeps. a State 


of ſuch inſenſibility, that it renders us in a manner 
dead while welive; and many of our waking hours 
aſs by, while our liſtleſs drowſy Mind putceth 


orth little of the vigour, and reliſheth as little of 


the pleaſure of Life. 


But there, our Spirits will be continualy upon 
the bats. . enliven'd with Joys they already feel, 
and reaching forth after yet greater pleaſures, which 
you upon them, as they 'by- the enlargement of 

cir Powers grow more and more capable of re-- 
cciving them. | 


Here we are liable to a Multitude of Inconveni- 
ences from the Nature and Conſtitution- of our- 
Bodies, and at. laſt to a Diſſolution. by Death. 


But there, we ſhall hunger no more, neither thirſt 
any more ; God will wipe away all Tears from our 
Eyes, and there ſhall be no more Death, nor Sorrow. 
nor Crying, neither ſhall there. be any more Pain. 
Theſe corruptible Bodies ſhall put on i#ncorruption;. 
theſe mortal Bodies ſhall put on 7mmortality , _ 
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be faſpioned like the glorious Body of Chriſt , we ſhall 
ſhine as the brightneſs of the firmament, and as the 
Stars Yor ever and ever. 


Here we are expos'd to many diſquiets from the 
Envy, Hatred, or Malice; the Miſtakes, Folly, or 
Negligences, of thoſe, who are about us. 


But there will be nothing of this in that happ 
State; troubleſome and difordedly paſſions will 
have no place there; the O&/tenately Envious, and 
Malicious, and Contentious, will be for ever baniſh't 
far away from thence ; and we ſhall meet with 
bleſſed Angels and Spirits of Fuſt Men made perfet?, 
freed from all ſuch imperfeCtions, as abate the plea- 
_ even of the beſt Converſation this World af- 
ords. 


Here our Knowledge of things is very imperfe&z 
we live as it were, encompaſsd with a Cloud of 
Ignorance and Error, the __— Body preſſeth 
down the Soul, and the earthy Tabernacle weigheth 
down the Mind, that meditateth upon many things; 
hardly do we gueſs aright, at things that are upon 


. Earth, and with labour do we find the things that are 


before us; but the things that are in Heaven who 
hath ſearched out ? 


But zhere, at our very entrance into thoſe habi- 
tations of the bleſſed, we ſhall awaken as it were 
into the Enjoyment of the cleareſt Light, our Ig- 
Norance will vaniſh in a Moment, and we ſhall ar- 

: rain 
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eain to the higheſt Knowledge, not by the tedious 
uncertain ways of making Conſequences from one 
thing to another, but in ſuch an eaſy, certain, and 
compendious way, as will deſerve the Name of V;- 
con, rather than diſcourſe, and ſearch: 


Moreover, here our H/ls are very fickle, and: 
our Reſolutions very. uncertain, ſo that we con- 
tinue not'long in any one Intention; to Day we 
ſeem reſoly'dro be ſtedfaſt in doing: our duty, 79 
love and fear God ; but perhaps, before the Day be 
ended; fome Evil Temptation will inſinuace it ſelf 
into our boſom, and ſway our Inclinations another 
ways and ſo render our preſent good” Purpoſes as 
ineffeQual, as if they had never been. 


But zhere, in that Happy State, we (hall be free 
from all ſuch troubleſome Inconſtancy ;we ſhall beno 
longer, like Children, carried hither and thither, by 
the charms of every New Temptation, but our 
Mind' will reſt it ſelf, and be for ever ſatisfied with 
the Enjoyment of our: cheifeſt Good; we ſhall de- 
light our ſelves in God, and rejoice in his good- 
neſs, without the leaſt ſenſe of either wanting ſome- 
thing further, or being cloy'd with what we have. 
Inſtead of being in ſuch a fluttring uncertain 
State, as now we are, enclining ſometime ro the 
choice of this thing, and ſometime to the choice 
of that, and never long, or throughly content with 
any thing; our Mind ſhall be for ever fixt and 
eſtabliſht; it ſhall be perplext no longer with care- 


ful Deliberations, what to chuſe, bur always happy 
in: 
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in the good it bath already choſen, will ſay : This 
ſhall be my reſt for ever, here will 1 dwell, for 1 
have delight therein. = 

Thus, by ſuch ſteps as theſe, by the feeling we 
have of the Troubles and Imperfe&tions of our 
preſent State, we may raiſe our ſelves to ſome ſort 
of apprehenſion, how Glorious, and Happy, that 
Future State will be, which God hath granted us a 
Capacity of enjoying; and yet, when we have ſtrain'd 


" our utmoſt, and rais'd our Imagination to the 


higheſt pitch, we are infinitely ſhort of what we 
ſhall find the thing it ſelf to be; for 'tis written 
Eye hath not ſeen, nor Ear heard, neither have 
enter'd into the Heart of Man, the things, which 
God hath prepar'd for them that love him. 


Osſervable is the Charafer here given of the 
Happineſs of the Life to come. 


A Mans Eye, in the Courſe of his Life, may be 
entertain'd with many Glorious and Delightful 
Sights; but Eye hath never ſeen ſo Glorious a States 
as that will be. 


The Ear perhaps may have heard of greater, 
and more Splendid Things, than the Eye did ever 
ſee, but Ear hath not heard of any thing ſo Glo- 
rious and Happy, as that Zife will be. 


Further yet, the Heart of Man is able toimagin 


muchg reater Splendor, and PerfeQtion, than as” cr 
ye 
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Eye hath ſeen, or Ear heard; :bur it hath not cn- 
rer'd into the heart of any mortal Man, to conceive 
any thing equal to what God will give us; the Ca- 
pacities of our Minds arc unable to frame an Ima- 
gination anſwerable to it. 


"Tis true indeed, it hath pleas'd God to reveal 
ſomething of itto us in his Holy Word, in which 
glorious things are ſpoken of the Cty of God, and 
the bleſſedneſs of thoſe that live therein; we read 
of a golden City, and Walls built with pretionus ſtones, 
of Rivers of pleaſure, and @ Tree of Life, we read 
of @ crown of glory, and the joys of a marriage feaſt, 
and of 4 heavenly —-_ ſmging ſongs of praiſe be- 
fore the throne of God. | 


Theſe are ſach things as Men are generally wont 
to be moſt affefted and delighted with ; and there- 
fore the Joy of Heaven is deſcrib'd to us by ſuch 
Compariſons as theſe ; noras if zheſe, or ten thou- 
ſand times as much as theſe, could amount to a juſt 
and equal deſcription of it, but becauſe generaly 
ſpeaking Men do not eafily imagine any thing great- 
er, or more glorious than thefe. 


And truly this, as imperfe&t a knowledge as it 
gives us of that happy State, would yet be e- 
nough for all the good purpoſes, for which God 
hath made us a promiſe of it, if it were but thought 
upon as often, and as earneſtly, asa thing of ſuch 
moment deſerves. 


B For 
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For the knowledge of this happy State is revea/- 
ed tous, not, merely for the enlargement of our un- 
derſtanding, or the entertainment of our imagination, 
but, that it may be a morrve to us, to ſtrive after it, 
and endeavour to perform the conditions, upon which 
the enjoyment of it is promis'd tous. | 


And tho' the /argeſt mind cannot frame thoughts: 
big = to equal the  bleſſedneſs of Heaven, 
yet the /oweſt capacity may conceive enough of it, 
to-make it reaſonable to undertake, and perſevere 
in performing, the conditions upon which it is 
aſſur'd to. us; as will further appear. by our pro- 
ceeding to conſider 


The ſecond thing I propoſed to ſpeak to: the 
neceſſary means, by which: this Life 1s.to be attain- 
ed; and that is Repentance. | 


God doth: not ſo wndervalue this incitimable trea- 
ſure, as to beſtow it upon ſuch, as will not be con- 
tent to take ſome pains for it: neirher doth the en- 
joyment of it depend- on ſuch difficult Terms, as 
may diſcourage us from endeavouring after it. 


The «.. gg finds us in a ſtate of Diſobediencea- 
gainſt God, and by reaſon thereof under the ſen- 
cence of eternal Death; and icfaith to us: Repent, 
and be converted, and'your ſims ſhall be blotted out , Ask 
Ged's pardon, and he will give it. you; Turn from 
your iniquities, and his anger ſhall be turned from Pw, 
an 
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and you ſhall live for ever; But, except you repent 
you Fall all periſh. ; my 


And this is that part of the dotFrine of Chriſt, 
which is moſt eſpecialy neceſſary to be rightly ap- 
prehended, and well confider'd by every Chriſtian, 
becauſe theſalvation of every one doth ſo immedi- 
ately depend on it. 


If through miſtake, or inadvertency, a Man ſhould 
chance to be 1gnorant of ſome other 7ruths belong- 
ing to the Goſpel, provided his being ignorant pro- 
ceeds not from:corruption or malice of mind, 'tis to 
be hop'd, God will favourably conſider the weakneſs 
of our underſtanding, and perform hs part of the 
Covenant of Grace, even tothoſe, who cannot an- 
ſwer all the Queſtions, that may be ſtarred, about 
the manner how he performsit. But, if we be ig- 
norant of our part, and miſtake that, which is the 
neceſſary condition, upon which our everlaſting Life 
depends, the conſequence muſt be very dreadful. 


I will therefore, Frr/# ſhow, what that condzton 
- 1s, which in the Text iscall'd Repentance. 


And Secondly, the abſolute neceſſity of it. 


That it may be underſtood, what that * Repen- 
Fance 1s, we may obſerve, that 'tis with zhzs, as 
with may other words in Scripture; they are us'd 
ſometimes in a more ſtritand narrow, ſometimes in 
amore large and general ſignification; and an hone/? 
B 2 mind 
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mind may perceive, how they are to be underſtood, 
by attending to the nature and purpoſe of the Diſ- 
courſe, in which they are usd. | 


*Tis thus with the word Repentance; which ſome- 
times ſignifies no more than ſucha concern of mind 
for having ſinned, as diſpoſes the Man to be willing 
to be inftrutted, by. what means he may obtain for- 
givenels. 


In this ſenſe it ſeems to have been us'd by Fobr 
the Baptiſt, when he prepar'd the way for our Sa- 
viour, by ſaying: Repent yes for the kingdom-of hea- 
ven is at hand; and by our Saviour himſelf, when 
he began to preach the ſame Dottrine, in the ſame- 
words. 


The deſign of this their preaching Repentance 
then was, to awaken Mens minds to a forrowfulap- 


- prehenfion of their miſerable ſtate by reafon of their 


fins, that ſo. they might be led thereby ro a more 
_— embracing of, and obeying, the Go/pel, teach- 
ing them, what they muſt doto be ſav'd, 


Buts. 2}. the ſame word, ne, 1s alſo usd 
to ſignify rhe thing it ſelf, which the Goſpel re- 


quires us to do, that our Sins may be forgiven, 
and our ſelves receiv'd into the favour of God, and 
then it ſignifies that good*Dz/po/ition of Mind, and 
a great. deal more. | 


Tr 


the QUEEN ar. New-Market. 19 


It ſignifies a change of our Heart and Aﬀecti- 
ons from the /ove: of Sin to the chozce of Virtue 
and Holineſs; it ſignifies the ſame thing, as, in other 
places of Scripture, is calld Regeneration, being 
born again, and becoming new creatures , putting off 
the old man, and putting on the new man, and be- 
ing renew'd in the ſpirit of our mind. 


The intent of all which, and: the like Expreſ- 
ſions, 15, to fer forth chat change, which is made 
in a Man, when he turneth from the Power of Satan 
unto God, when he paſſeth from a State of Sn to 
a State of Hotineſs, when he breakerth the evil 
Habits, and forſaketh the evil Cuſtoms of his for- 
mer vain Converſation, and-entring upon a better 
way of living, becometh, as it were, a New Man, 
from what he was before; that: is to ſay in one 
word,when he repenteth ; for it is in ſucha thorough. 
change of Heart and. Mind, as this, that the $#6- 
ſtance of Repentance does conſiſt, when it is usd,. 
as in the Text, to ſignify the condition, upon. 
which God grants us the promiſe of Eternal Zyfe. 


As for other things, by. which it is ſometimes 
deſcrib'd and ſer forth, in otherplaces of Scr:prure,. 
ſuch as, being preckr at the heart, fearfulneſs and 
trembling , ow for ſin, and bowing down the 
head, weeping, faſting, wearing ſackeloth , making 
publick confeſſion of ſins, and crying aloud to God for 
pardon &c. theſe, in proper ſpeaking, are either 
Preparations ofthe Mind to repent, or Aﬀettions of 
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it, while it. _— or outward /jzns, and circum- 
ſtances, of Repentance, rather, than the ſubſtance or 
reality of the thing it ſelf. 


For 'tis paſſible for a Man to have moſt, or all, 
of them, and yet be ſhort of that Repentance, which 
1s ſufficient to qualify him for God's forgiveneſs and 

2vUour: the heart of 7udas, for inſtance, was af- 
flicted for what he had done, in betraying the In- 
nocent Blood; and Felix trembled, —— St. Paul 
preach'd of Zudgment io come; andthe Hypocrites, 
of whom 1/a:a/ ſpeaks, ch. 58, 5. Afﬀtitted their 
fouls with faſting, and bow'd down their heads, and 
ſpred ſackloth, and « 2 under them; and yet all 
theſe came ſhort of that acteprance with God, which 
true Repentance always finds, And the reaſon is, 
becauſe, tho' they be uſeful to prepere the Mind 
for ſo great a change, by weakning the Power of 
Carnal inclinations, and ſtrengthning its good pur- 
poſes; yet they are not the very thing it (elf, for 
which God promiſes to forgrve, and [ave us. 


And, on the other hand, we have Examples{of 
God's accepting, and rewarding, the ſudden change 
of a' Sinner's Mind, when his all/eemmg Eye dit- 
cerns it to be ſincere and hearty, tho' it hath been 
wrought almoſt in a Moment, and without ſuch 
foregoing ng. qt and Methods, as arc uſually 
requiſite to ſuch a thorough change. 


*Twas thus with the Malefaffor on the Croſs : 
fie ſaid unto Feſus, Lord remember me, when thou 
| comeſt 
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comeſt into thy Kingdom; and Feſus ſaid to him, veri- 
ty I ſay to thee: To day ſhalt thou be with me in: 
Paradiſe. | | £77 


And 'twas thus with David* he faid to Nathan, 
Thave ſinn'd againſt the Lord; and Nathan imme- 
diately anſwers, The Lord alſo hath put away thy: 
ſin, thou ſhall not die. | 


Now, tho' in zheſe Caſes there was this extra- 
ordinary, that ſuch a penitent d;/po/ition, and change 
of heart, was by the grace of Goa ſuddenly wrought 
in them, which is not ufualy perhaps attain'd, bur 
by degrees,. and not without greater Endeavours 
after it, and'longer Preparations. Yet theſe Ex: 
amples plainly ſhow us, what it is God chiefly re- 
quiresand regards; and that the ſubſtance, as1l may 
call it, of that Repentance, which is available to 
the pardon of Sin, conſiſts. in a /axcere change of 
our Heart and Aﬀe&tions, from the /ove of Sin, to 
the choice of Vertue and Holineſs. God grants 
us. Life, yet 'tisupon condition of ſuch Repentance,: 


as.this; 


'The abſolute neceſſity of which is next to be con< 
ſider'd; and of this ſpecial notice is to be- taken ; 
that. ſy we may not fall into ſo great, and deſpe- 
rate, a; miſtake, 'as-many have done, who hearing, 
that the Goſpel is the grace of God; which bringeth: 
ſalvation.; and that Eternal life is his gift; and: 
that we are to be ſav'd freely, and by the grace of 
God, lay hold preſently of tuch comfortable words, 
and: 
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and apply them. to. themſelves, and truſt to be 
partakers of them,, without mimding to perform 
the neceſſary condition belonging to them. 


The d4oFrine of Repentance is as much a parc of 
the Goſpel, as the promiſe of Life. The ſame Teacher 
from heaven, who faith: Iam come, that ye might 
have life ; ſaith alſo: Except ye repent, ye ſhall all 
periſh. And he delivers this, as the ſum of his 
Goſpel, to his Diſciples, that Repentance, and Re- 
mon of ſins, be preach'd in his name. 


And accordingly we find in the As, that this 
was their common dotirine: Repent, and be baptized 
for the remiſſion of ſus, and again, Repent, and be 
converted, that your ſins may be blotted out. Re- 
pentance 18 all along a a>" condition toa Man's 
Fs baptized, and .made an inheritor of eternal 
Life. | 


And, if indeed we were ſo careful, as to pre- 
ſerve our ſelves, after we are baptiz'd, pure and 
clean from Pollution ; then I confeſs, the dotFrine 
of Repentance would be, for the future, of no uſe 
tous. But, becauſe we do of ten defile our ſelves, after 
we've been once cleanſed,therefore we have often need 
of being re/tor'd again by Repentance. And thene- 
ceſſity that lies on us thus to repent, is not onl 
grounded on the purpoſe and decree of God, who 
reſolves to beſtow his favour no otherwiſe, than 
upon his condition ; but there isalſo great founda- 


tion in the nature and reaſon of the thing. _ 
that 


the. QUEEN. at New-market. 17 


that, with regard, both to God, the Gzver of this 
Life, and the Quality of the Life it ſelf. In both 
theſe reſpeAs, ir appears moſt reaſonable, that Re- 
pentance thould be the condition of our attaining 
Eternal LZefe. 


And 1/}. with regard to God, the Gever of this 
Life; how can we imagin, he ſhould be willin 
ro beſtow'ſo great a bleſmg upon ſuch, as ineffe 
difſown his Authority; and will nor be perſuaded 
to'be of a better Mind, by all the Methods of his 
_ Grace and Providence? 


How ſhall the Honour of his Laws, and the 
Authority. of his Government be kept up, if he 
makes no difference between his Friends, and his 
Enemies, his faithful Servants, and rebellious Sub- 
jets; but beſtows on the /atter, and that, even 
while they continue ſuch, the ſame bleſſing, as is 
promis'd for the encouragement of the former? 


How fhall the Purity and Holineſs of his Nature 
be aſſerted, and maintai'd, if he puts no d:iſt:n- 
&:0n between the Righteous, and the Wicked, but 
admits into his Heavenly Kingdom him that repen- 
zerh, and him that repenterh not ? 


This 1s very plain andeaſy Reaſoning, and ſuch 
as may ſufficiently convince us of the reaſonableneſs 
of God's decree, not to beſtow Eternal Life upon 
anys but ſuch, as are #ruly EE: and converted 


from 


rs 
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from their- evil. ways; which may be yet further 


 confirm'd by Conſiderations taken from 


The Quality of that Life. For tho' we cannot 
tell poſitively, and particularly , what ſort of De- 
lights are there prepar'd for the various Conds- 
rrons and Capacities of the Bleſled;z yet we are 
aſſur'd that nothing ſinful, or unclean, can abide 
in that Holy Place. And conſequently, if we 
could ſuppoſe it poſlible, for an wnwortified and ims- 
penitent Soul to obtain an entrance into it, 'twould 
not be poſſible for ſuch an One, rerarming his Cor- 
rupt, and Sinful, Inclinations, to meet with any 
thing there, agreeable, or pleaſing ro them ; he 
would have no. reliſh of thoſe Pure and: Hi 7 Joys, 
IO it {elf would, in cffet, be no Heaven 
to him. 


| Let #his therefore be eſtabliſh'd in our Minds, 
as a moſt wndoubred Traoth, a Treth, ſettled: by the 
Eternal purgeſe of God, and evidently having Foun- 
—_— int chaay— 7 - wr amr of 
ings, that Repentance is abſolutely necef] ary 

to cntiele us to Fs fe of Happincis, which God 
promifeth in the Goſpe/. Nemher is this at all in- 
jurious to. the Gractmund eve: of Tad, which the 
Scripture ſo often mentions, as the cauſe of our 
Salvation ,. and Happineſs; as will appear, if we 


2 The 2d. mid laſt ching i-propos'd'to-be fkevf: 
The abundant Goodneſs, —_ 


Mercy of God, who 
both 
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both granterh us ability to repent, and rewardeth 
our KRepentance with everlaſting Zzfe. 


$xrft, He granteth us Repentance ; 'tis by the 
powerful aſliſtance of his Grace, that this m;ghty 
—__—_ wrought in us; that we are turn'd from 
Darkneſs to Light, and from the Bondage of Sin 
to the ſervice of the living God. 


He awakens us to a ſenſe of the miſery, and 
danger, of a ſinful ftare. He publiſheth the 
threatnings of his wrath agamſt all angodlineſs and 
wnrighteouſneſs of Men; And, to encourage us to 
'return to him with ſincere contrition, and full 
purpoſe of amendment, He hath given us great 
and pretious promiſes, and ſpeaks moſt comfort- 
able words to all ſuch , as truly turn to him. 
He ſpeaks not only owtwerdly, and to our ears 
but zwerdly alſo, and to our hearts, by the /e- 
cret working of his. boly ſpirit , cauſing us, at ſea- 
ſanable times, to remember,and meditate on, what we 
| have heard, and making us feel the force of thoſe 
powerful motives to Repentance, which his Word 
containeth; and kindling in our minds a /ove and 
zeal to the truth, which gently me/ts the hardneſs 
of our hearts, and renders them yielding, and obe- 
dient, to his commands. Thus doth God turn us, 
that ſo we may be turned, and worketh in us, 
both to. will, and to perform, that Repentance, 
which he requires of. us. | 


C 3 Beſide 
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Beſide which, in the 24 place, Ze rewarderh 
our Repentance with eternal Zife. And this isal- 
ſo the Efef of his Grace, and Favorr; for there 
1s nothing in our Repentance, which may claim fo 
great a recompence, there appearing to every one 
who conſiders, and endeavours. to compare them 
together, ns: manner of proportion, between the 
work, and the reward; between what we do, and 
what we ſhall recezve. 


We are not indeed to be carryd into Happi- 
eſs without our doing any thing 1n- order to it; 
we are bound in duty to' work out our ſalvation 
with fear and tremblmg, by doing what we are 
enabled to do; but- when we have done all 
we can, we are ſtill —_—_—— ſervants. And the 
glory of God's Grace doth abundantly appear, and 
ſhine forth to us, in that, it 1s from it, both that 
He is pleas'd to grant us-a promiſe of Life, upon 
condition, we repent, and alſo to prepare us for 
Repentance, which is what we are not able of our 
ſeFves to- performe; but our ſufficzency is of 
God. ; 


If indeed we - were: ab/e of our ſelves to repent, 
and our Repentance were of ſuch value, as to en- 
dure, to be put into the ballance with Eternal 
Life then there might be ſome-pretence for boaſt- 
' Ing, and we might be- apt to -ſay-:: onr own Arm 
hath wrought ſalvation Fires. 


Butr,. 


' But, as the caſe ſtands, ſeeing it is God, whos. 
of his free grace, and- bounty. , both granteth us. 
Repentance, and Life upon our Repentance; This 
excludes all _— and obliges us, to bow down. 
our ſelves, before the Meir of God, with all. 
poſlible reverence, and Godly fear; and make 
our acknowledgment, in. the words of the P/aln , 
ſaying, Not unto us; O. Lord, not unto us; but 
to thy name be the praiſe, for thy loving mercy, 
in granting to us Repentance unto Life, thrd the: 
merits of our Lord and Saviour Feſus Chriſt. 


Therefore, to God, the Father, Son, and Holy- 


Ghoſt, be- paid: all Worſhip, Honour, and: 
Glory for ever. Amen. 


THE E ND. 
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